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To express gratitude to members of the Japan Self-Defense Forces (JSDF) engaged in counter-piracy 

operations in the Gulf of Aden off the coast of Somalia,* a group led by Mr. Yukikazu Myochin, the 

President of the Japanese Shipowners’ Association (at the time of the visit), visited the Republic 

of Djibouti from April 3to 5 (local time). Djibouti is the base for these counter-piracy operations, 

and the group of visitors included people from the Japanese Shipowners’ Association (JSA), the 

International Mariners Management Association of Japan (IMMAJ) and the All Japan Seamen’s Union 

(JSU).

	 The following is a report on this tenth visit by these groups.

[April 3rd]

• Courtesy visit to the Japanese Ambassador to Djibouti

After arriving in the country, the group of visitors paid a courtesy visit to Mr. Keiichi Hara, Ambassador 

Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Japan to the Republic of Djibouti. The ambassador hosted a wel-

come party attended by COL Suzuki, the Deployment Support-Group for Counter Piracy Enforcement 

(DGPE) commander and other embassy-related people and government officials, including people 

involved in matters regarding the Port of Djibouti or commander in Navy. They exchanged opinions 

about issues such as life in Djibouti, current information about the marine transportation industry 

and the culture of Djibouti. Mr. Myochin mentioned the background of the visit and said Djibouti 

is the important hub for international maritime routes, expressing gratitude for cooperation from 

Ambassador Hara and Djibouti’s government officials.

[April 4th]

• Courtesy visit to the DAPE and DGPE base

On Day 2, the visitors went to the local JSDF base and paid a courtesy visit to the Deployment 

Air Force Counter Piracy Enforcement (DAPE) and the DGPE. They received an explanation about 

the base and methods of identifying suspicious ships in relation to DAPE’s missions and activities. 

The visitors then had an opportunity to board a P-3C patrol aircraft, depart the base and fly above 

Japanese Shipowners Association Secretary Team, Corporate Planning Group

Visitors from the JSA, IMMAJ and JSU Visit the JSDF’s Base of Operations in the Republic of Djibouti
— Expressing Gratitude for Counter-Piracy Operations Performed in the Gulf of Aden off the Coast of Somalia —
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Moucha Island, which is north of Djibouti City. In the aircraft, they learned about how vigilance 

and surveillance activities are implemented and received detailed explanations from CDR Cho, the 

commander of DAPE (at time of the visit), and other DAPE officers about their duties and equipment. 

The flight returned to the base and the group visited the newly completed officers’ barracks, welfare 

building and other facilities and received explanations from COL Suzuki and other DGPE representa-

tives, catching a glimpse of the officers’ lives in Djibouti. 

	 After that, a ceremony was held at an on-base facility and the visitors presented letters of 

gratitude. Standing in front of officers standing in ranks, Mr. Myochin talked about the JSDF’s past 

achievements and expressed deep gratitude to the service members for their engaging in their duties 

in severe conditions. Mr. Myochin encouraged them, conveying his hope that the counter-piracy 

operations would ensure that international waters stay free and open, a prerequisite for the existence of the marine transportation industry, and that the officers would 

fulfill their missions and return home safely. Mr. Myochin then presented letters of gratitude to COL Suzuki and CDR Cho and IMMAJ and JSU both presented gifts.

• The visitors hosted a meeting for exchanging opinions

Following the base visit, the visitors hosted a meeting for exchanging opinions that was attended by Ambassador Hara, officials 

from the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA), COL Suzuki, CDR Cho and other officers from the base. Mr. Myochin 

opened the meeting with a speech. He said the visit enabled him to understand how difficult it would be to work in this severe 

environment every day, and he expressed his gratitude to the service members. After the speech, the attendees deepened their 

friendships by introducing themselves and exchanging opinions. The officers who attended the meeting said they were highly 

motivated by the visit and the meeting for exchanging opinions since they have limited opportunities to receive gratitude from 

Japan as people’s recognition of their counter-piracy operations is poor.

[April 5th]

• Courtesy visit to the coast guard

On the final day, the visitors paid a courtesy visit to COL Wais Omar Bogoreh, the Commander-in-chief of the Djiboutian Coast Guard. Commander Wais mentioned 

the long-standing friendship between Japan and Djibouti and the patrol boat that the Japanese government had donated to the Djiboutian Coast Guard, expressing 

gratitude for Japan’s long-term support. This was followed by an explanation about the history, organization and activities of the coast guard (including activities to 

eliminate piracy, illegal fishing and smuggling, joint training and cooperation with overseas forces) and the colonel recognized that the risk of possible attacks on 

merchant ships sailing in the Red Sea has yet to be dispelled.

	 Mr. Myochin responded to the explanation by communicating his gratitude for the coast guard’s efforts every day to ensure that merchant vessels are able to safely 

navigate the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden.
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[After returning to Japan]

The 49th Deployment Surface Force for Counter Piracy Enforcement (DSPE) returned to Japan on April 19 after safely finishing its mission. Since the surface force could 

not be included in the above visit due to schedule constraints, Mr. Myochin and other JSA officials attended the surface force’s welcome back ceremony and Mr. Myochin 

thanked CDR Hayakawa, the commanding officer of the destroyer “MURASAME,” and presented a letter of gratitude. They visited the Japan Coast Guard (JCG) on April 

24 and expressed their gratitude to the commandant of JCG Yoshio Seguchi for their counter-piracy operations. Letters of gratitude were presented to the commanders 

of the 48th and the 49th DSPEs active in the waters off Somalia. The former finished its mission last year and the latter had recently returned to Japan. Mr. Myochin 

visited the Ministry of Defense on May 12 and expressed gratitude to LTG Koji Matsunaga, Vice Chief of Staff, Joint Staff, and VADM Koji Yagi, Vice Chief of Staff, 

Maritime Staff Office for their counter-piracy operations.

News Roundup

Note: �After the prime minister at the time approved the order, the Japanese government ordered the JSDF and JCG to engage in maritime police operations in 

March 2009 to fight piracy in the Gulf of Aden off the coast of Somalia, which had started to rapidly increase around 2007. For counter-piracy operations, two 

destroyers from the Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force (with eight officers of JGC on board for police activities) were sent to Somalia and started escorting 

merchant vessels and other vessels sailing the gulf. In May of the same year, the Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force sent two P-3C patrol aircrafts to the 

area and started vigilance and surveillance activities on the gulf in the following month (one is currently deployed). Law for Punishment of Acts of Piracy 

and Measures to Deal with Acts of Piracy” (Counter-Piracy Measures Act) was enacted in June of the same year. In compliance with the Act, a JSDF unit 

based in Djibouti which faces the Gulf of Aden (including 

service members countering piracy using a destroyer and 

service members using an aircraft, with the officers of JGC 

still aboard the destroyer) started counter-piracy opera-

tions in the following month. The unit escorts vessels and 

conducts vigilance and surveillance activities to counter 

piracy in the Gulf of Aden off the coast of Somalia. For the 

past 16 years, the JSDF has helped nearly 35,000 mer-

chant vessels safely navigate the sea, directly escorting 

a cumulative total of more than 4,000 merchant vessels 

and maintaining security within a specific water in the 

Gulf of Aden. Additionally, the aerial patrol activities of the 

P-3C patrol aircraft have confirmed the safety of nearly 

290,000 vessels to date and have provided merchant 

vessels and other vessels with information over 16,000 

times. (As of May 2025)

Overview
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[In closing]

The Republic of Djibouti is arguably the world’s hottest country. The temperature rises above 50 °C at times in summer. 

The Japanese visitors experienced a grueling 30 °C or higher temperature in the daytime and glaring sunlight. During 

the experience aboard the P-3C patrol aircraft, a staff said suspicious ships were visually identified and analyzed every 

day. This increased the visitors’ gratitude to the DAPE for staying focused for long periods in the aircraft, to the DGPE 

for supporting the DAPE’s activity and to the DSPEs for their dedication to maritime security. The visitors gained a 

renewed understanding of the counter-piracy operations, that to counter piracy and keep the waters safe it is necessary 

for the officers of the JSDF and the JCG to work hard every day in a severe environment far from Japan, and of the 

many people support the officers of JSDF and JCG, such as Japanese government officials and embassies and the 

Djibouti government.

	 We would like to express our heartfelt gratitude for these people’s tireless efforts, and 

we would be happy if you also have a greater understanding of the duties of JSDF and JCG 

officers and counter-piracy operations.

News Roundup

[About the Republic of Djibouti]

Also referred to as the Horn of Africa, Djibouti is located in a geopolitically important area where the Red Sea, sandwiched between 

the African continent and the Arabian Peninsula, meets the Indian Ocean. The country faces the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden and 

adjoins Eritrea, Ethiopia and Somalia. Djibouti achieved independence from France in 1977. Djibouti City, the capital, has an area of 

23,200 km2, nearly 1.3 times the size of Shikoku. It has a population of about 1.15 million people (2023). The official languages are 

Arabic and French.

	 Based on its relationship with France, formerly Djibouti’s suzerain state, Djibouti tries to maintain balanced, friendly and cooperative relations with Ethiopia, 

Somalia and other neighboring countries and Arabian nations, mainly including Saudi Arabia. The United States and Italy have had military bases in Djibouti since 

the coordinated terrorist attacks in the United States in September 2001, while France’s base there predates that event. China opened a security base in July 2017 

and the countries countering pirates off the coast of Somalia, including Japan, mainly base their activities in Djibouti. (According to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs’ 

website) 

	 Djibouti is also referred to as the world’s hottest country. One day, it had a record-high temperature of 71.5 °C. The country’s well-known tourist attraction is 

Lake Assal which is the lowest point on land in Africa (155 m below sea level). The lake’s salinity is higher than that of the Dead Sea.
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Corporate Sustainability, Environment Management, IR, and Communication Group

The “K” LINE Group Environmental Awards were established to honor and give recognition to outstanding activities that contribute towards 
environmental preservation undertaken by any employee working in the “K” LINE Group according to the direction developed in the “K” LINE 
Environmental Vision 2050. This year marks the 11th time these awards have been offered since the establishment of the awards in 2015, and 
we received a total of 39 entries this year from our group companies both in Japan and overseas (24 entries last year). We are so grateful for 
everyone’s cooperation.

	 Following the deliberations of the “K” LINE Group Environmental Awards 
Committee on April 16 (Wed), we have selected one Grand Award recipients, 
four Excellence Award recipients and five Special Award recipient.

	 On Wednesday, June 4th, an awards ceremony was held at the “K” LINE 
Tokyo head office, and the president & CEO Igarashi presented recipients 
with commemorative gifts and certificates. Thank you to all the recipients of 
the Grand Award, Excellence Award, and Special Award.

[Message from the President & CEO]

I would like to welcome you to the Awards Ceremony for the 2025 “K” LINE Group Environmental Awards. As a start of the award ceremony,  
I would like to explain about our positions and actions for the future.

	 Firstly, we are now in the fourth year of our current middle term business plan starting from 2022. And one of the most important targets 
is growing opportunities in related to “decarbonization”, which are LNG fueled car carriers & cape size bulker, liquefied CO2 carriers of Northern 
Lights Project in Europe, and a Japanese flagged geological survey vessel to support in project of offshore wind power generation.

	 Secondly, as you know, we have set a long term our planning for environmental targets as “K” LINE Environmental Vision 2050”. In this vision, 
“K” LINE commits to engage in the preservation of the global environment and biodiversity, and to contribute to sustainable business practices. 

	 Today’s “K” LINE Environmental Award” was started in 2015 for encouraging “K” LINE all members to do something special in line with our 
group’s target. This year, we have 39 entries for the award. I really appreciate that all our groups are working very hardly on environmental 
issues and nominating such many activities for this year. This award must be one of the best initiatives to promote our group’s environmental 
management.

	 Although our business environment is changing a lot and sometimes unclear, we would like to challenge ourselves always to achieve increasing 
both social and economic value and receiving the trust of all our stakeholders.

	 Finally, I would like to extend my heartfelt congratulations and respect to all the recipients of the “K” LINE Environmental Award”. And  
I sincerely wish for your continued success and good health in the future.

Announcement of the Winners of the 
“K” LINE Group Environmental Awards 2025

News Roundup
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Grand Award (1 case)

Awarded to “K” LINE Group initiatives that are considered to match the purposes of this award.

Grand
Award

Initiatives to Reduce Environmental Impact and Costs through the Implementation of 
Solar Panels and Power-saving Devices
[CLK Cold Storage Company Limited]

Solar panel installation has been planned since the initial construction of the warehouse, and CLK began investigating the full-scale installation of 
solar panels in 2019. The first set of solar panels was installed in 2021. After verifying steady reductions in both CO2 emissions and costs, a second 
set of panels was added in 2022, as the existing inverter had remaining capacity. After installing solar panels, CLK began to look for new measures 
for environmental conservation and cost savings, introducing power-saving devices in September 2024. These initiatives resulted in the following 
reductions in CO2 emissions and cost savings.

[Installation of solar panels]

Cost savings and CO2 reductions (Nov. 2021 to Dec. 2024)

Cost savings: 19.32 million JPY

CO2 reductions: 589 tons

[Installation of power-saving devices]

Cost savings and CO2 reductions (Oct. to Dec. 2024)

Cost savings: 320,000 JPY

CO2 reductions: 12 tons

[Key Points Recognized]

• Achievement of consistent reductions in CO2 and costs while verifying viability

• Evaluation of solar panel installation scale and challengingness

• Introducing renewable energy and improving energy efficiency are key challenges for the Group, and spillover effects are expected

News Roundup
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Excellence Award (4, in no particular order)

Awarded to projects that are considered excellent initiatives with creativity, continuity, etc., even if on a small scale.

Excellence 
Award

1. Advanced Digitization of Marine Trailer Management on the Shimizu/Oita Route
[Kawasaki Kinkai Kisen Kaisha, Ltd.]

Currently, chemical products from Kyushu and water from Shimizu are transported year-round via integrated land-and-sea logistics using Kawasaki 
Kinkai Kisen’s Shimizu/Oita route.

	 While both types of cargo are transported year-round, empty trailers are sometimes transported in both directions. To avoid transporting 
empty trailers, GPS devices have been installed on the 60 trailers used on the route to digitize and manage real-time data such as location, cargo 
status, and load capacity. This enables efficient trailer allocation, reductions in administrative workload, and extra transport capacity, supporting 
demand for RORO shipping due to driver shortages between the Kanto/Chubu and Kyushu regions.

	 This improved efficiency is expected to increase trailer utilization at both transport companies, reduce the transport of empty trailers, cut CO2 
emissions from empty trailer transport by 12%, and decrease overall transport time by 10.4%.

[Key Points Recognized]

• A social initiative that solves the driver shortage issue and greatly contributes to a reduction in CO2 emissions

• Evaluation of management method improvements and environmental impact

• �Further improvements are expected through full-scale implementation, including reduced environmental impact, effective use of digital tech-
nology, and reduced costs of empty trailer transport

News Roundup
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Excellence 
Award

2. Implementation of Reuse and Recycling through Changes in Disaster Preparedness 
Stockpile Management Scheme
[General Affairs Group, Kawasaki Kisen Kaisha, Ltd.]

When replacing emergency stockpiles en masse (including individual emergency kits and internal supplies for use when evacuating to the build-
ing), used items were reused, donated, or recycled.

	 Helmets were sorted and crushed for use as resin, while emergency supplies and foods were used at disaster preparedness events and in wel-
fare facilities. This contributed both to reducing environmental impact (by greatly reducing industrial waste) and supporting the local community.

	 Additionally, to maintain appropriate management of emergency stockpiles (type, quantity, expiration dates, etc.), they reviewed our manage-
ment system and transitioned to a centralized company-wide management system. As a result, man-hours were reduced for order requests across 
departments, and space was freed up and used efficiently within the Iino building, further contributing to a lower environmental impact.

[Key Points Recognized]

• �Evaluation of reducing environmental impact through the often overlooked area of emergency stockpile management

• �Emergency stockpiled goods were managed using a management system that automatically matched items with donation recipients, ensuring 
the sustainability in future donations and recycling

Excellence 
Award

3. Contracts to Promote the Use of SAF in Air Cargo Transport
[“K” Line Logistics, Ltd.]

A contract was signed with airline companies to promote the use of SAF, expand its production, and reduce CO2 emissions in air transport. 
Through this contract, the airline companies will issue CO2 reduction certificates to KLL and KLL’s shipping clients based on the actual weight of 
transported cargo. This will make the amount of indirect CO2 reduction clear.

	 The Tokyo Metropolitan Government has also launched an SAF grant program to promote its use, and KLL has been selected as one of the 
freight companies eligible for the program. KLL is actively promoting the SAF initiative to shipping partners.

	 By expanding the utilization and production of SAF, they will help to reduce CO2 emissions from air transport, not only for our company, but 
also for our shipping partners’ Scope 3 emissions, helping to reduce CO2 emissions across the entire supply chain.

[Key Points Recognized]

• �A model case to promote overall CO2 reductions together with shipping partners

• �Contributes to solving environmental problems and increasing company presence by participating in aviation industry initiatives

• �Significant CO2 reductions and environmental contributions by promoting the use of SAF in air transport

News Roundup
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Excellence 
Award

4. Tree planting with local Community and Cost Savings through Waste Reduction, etc.
[K Line Container Service (Thailand) Ltd.]

Each year, KCST undertakes large-scale initiatives involving many employees and stakeholders. Last year, KCST worked with students to plant 
trees on a school campus and also cleaned up the area around our office.

	 We were also recognized for actively undertaking action to reduce environmental impact throughout the year, such as recycling and limiting 
our resource consumption, though no single initiative stood out.

	 KCST submitted the following 10 initiatives:

① Re-duce greenhouse gas emissions and waste disposal costs with waste management.

② Tree planting in a school yard.

③ Paper reduction in process of cargoes receiving.

④ Re-duce paper in process of forklift checking.

⑤ Re-use lashing belts.

⑥ Re-duce plastic PP band.

⑦ Re-use corner bar.

⑧ Big cleaning activity.

⑨ Re-duce toilet paper waste.

⑩ Donate old calendar for blind.

[Key Points Recognized]

• �Large-scale environmental activities involving many stakeholders

• �A variety of initiatives are regularly undertaken, such as waste reuse

Special Award (5 cases)

Awarded to companies that have had 10 or more entries since the awards began.

Special 
Award

• “K” Line America, Inc.
• “K” Line (Korea) Ltd.
• “K” Line (China) Ltd.
• “K” Line Container Service (Thailand) Ltd.
• “K” Line Logistics, Ltd.

News Roundup
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List of Submissions

Entry No. Title Company
1 Cleanup Drive, Tree Planting and Sustainable Practices in the 

workplace
ROHQ, “K” Line Roro Bulk Ship Management, Co., Ltd. 

2 Victoria’s Container Depot Scheme (CDS) “K” Line (Australia) Pty Limited
3 Initiatives to Reduce Environmental Impact and Costs through 

the Implementation of Solar Panels and Power-saving Devices
CLK Cold Storage Company Limited

4 Advanced Digitization of Marine Trailer Management on the 
Shimizu/Oita Route

Domestic Liner Division 2nd Dept., Kawasaki Kinkai Kisen Kaisha, 
Ltd.

5 Implementation of Reuse and Recycling through Changes in 
Disaster Preparedness Stockpile Management Scheme

Management Team, General Affairs Group, Kawasaki Kisen 
Kaisha, Ltd.

6 Distributing Monitors Slated for Disposal for Free Information Systems Team (during implementation), 
Digitalization Strategy Group, Kawasaki Kisen Kaisha, Ltd.

7 Contract to Promote Use of SAF in Air Cargo Transport “K” Line Logistics, Ltd.
8 Reducing Environmental Impact Through the Reuse of Disposed 

Airport Tires in Disaster Prevention Tags
Daito Corporation, Ltd.

9 Marine Conservation & Sustainable Fashon: Clothing Donation “K” Line Peru S.A.C.
10 Continuous promotion of environmental activities1) Lunch breaks 

environmental event once a month.2) Community cleanups in 
cooperation with local government.3) Cleanup drive around 
office4) Distribution of tableware set with logo

“K” Line (China) Ltd.

11 Santiago Metropolitan Park Clean Up “K” Line Chile Ltda.
12 Creating Giveaway Prizes Using Environmentally Friendly 

Materials
Communication Team,  Corporate Sustainability, Environment 
Management, IR, and Communication Group, Kawasaki Kisen 
Kaisha, Ltd.

13 “K” Line America: 3-PART COMMUNITY PROJECT (Clean up, Paper 
reduction, Food Drive)

“K” Line America, Inc.

14 Go Green – Nature Conservation “K” Line (India) Private Limited 
15 Creating Awareness amongst the ship staff and shore staff 

regarding Carbon Sequestration and the importance of a healthy 
marine ecosystem for a healthy planet

“K” Line Ship Management (Singapore) Pte. Ltd.

16 Reusable lunch boxes in insulated bags for all office staff. A BYOB 
(bring your own box) initiative that reflects our commitment 
towards reducing food wastage as well as reducing single use 
containers 

“K” Line Ship Management (Singapore) Pte. Ltd.

17 Reduce CO2 Emission by Promote Fuel Reward for ECO Driving Bangkok Marine Enterprises Ltd.
18 Waste reduction by donates old calendars to reusing for blind 

school
K Line (Thailand) Ltd.

19 Khung Bang Kachao: Environmental and Community Engagement K Line (Thailand) Ltd.
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Entry No. Title Company

20 DX and resource optimisation “K” Line Pte Ltd
21 Beach Cleaning Activity “K” Line (Vietnam) Limited
22 VERITAS Coastal/Biodiversity Development and Cost 

Conservation
Veritas Maritime Corporation

23 Encourage staffs to use ethanol to fuel their personal vehicles “K” Line Brasil Transportes Maritimos Ltda.
24 Recyclable waste segregation at KBR office (Separation of waste) “K” Line Brasil Transportes Maritimos Ltda.
25 Recyclable waste segregation at KBR office (Reduction of printing 

paper)
“K” Line Brasil Transportes Maritimos Ltda.

26 Recyclable waste segregation at KBR office (Donation campaigns) “K” Line Brasil Transportes Maritimos Ltda.
27 Highway to “Drive Green” “K” Line (Kores) Ltd.
28 Biodeversity conservation while onboard ship M.V. CORONA ZENITH
29 Reduce greenhouse gas emissions and waste disposal costs with 

waste management
K Line Container Service (Thailand) Ltd.

30 Tree planting in a school yard K Line Container Service (Thailand) Ltd.
31 Paper reduction in process of cargoes receiving K Line Container Service (Thailand) Ltd.
32 Re-use corner bar K Line Container Service (Thailand) Ltd.
33 Reusing lashing belts K Line Container Service (Thailand) Ltd.
34 Re-duce plastic PP band K Line Container Service (Thailand) Ltd.
35 Re-duce paper in process of forklift checking K Line Container Service (Thailand) Ltd.
36 Bid cleaning activity K Line Container Service (Thailand) Ltd.
37 Re-duce toilet paper waste K Line Container Service (Thailand) Ltd.
38 Donate old calendar for blind K Line Container Service (Thailand) Ltd.
39 Reducing overtime through the introduction of an AI call system 

throughout the Land Transportation Team, Operations Group, 
Mizushima Business Department

Nitto Total Logistics Ltd.
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To achieve the goals set forth in our “K” LINE Environmental Vision 2050, it is necessary for all “K” LINE Group officers, employees and crews on 
our ships to continue to engage in honest environmental preservation actions as part of our everyday lives. We have reached the 9th year since 
the start of the Drive Green Network, a comprehensive environmental management system made up of the entire Group, and it has grown to 
be a system that covers most of our domestic and global group companies. In the future, we plan to encourage further communication among 
members and add further depth to our initiatives. We will widely share each company’s actions to preserve the environment through the “K” LINE 
Group Environmental Awards, and we hope to continue our efforts in a way that will lead to more in-depth environmental initiatives across the 
entire “K” LINE Group. Thank you for your cooperation.

We plan to start accepting submissions for the next Environmental Awards at the start of 2026.
We look forward to many submissions.

News Roundup
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Corporate Sustainability, Environment Management, IR and Communication Group

Miho’s Dream Journey Goes Across the Ocean 
~The theme of this issue: [Biomass]~

Recently, I see plastic products printed to be made of biomass plastic such as the dishes and plastic bags. 

The term biomass means renewable organic resources of biological origin, consisting of “bio,” which means biological 
resources such as plants and animals, and “mass,” which means amount.
	 Biomass-based products include biomass plastics and biomass fuels. Biomass plastic is manufactured by processing 
renewable biomass such as plants and animals. It is attracting attention as a measure against global warming, since it can 
reduce carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions if it is substituted for petroleum, the main raw material for plastic.

Miho

Eco Chief Officer

Miho and her colleagues are having a meal.
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Biomass is the same renewable energy as solar, wind, water, and geothermal power.
There are over 1,000 biomass power plants in Japan.

To be specific, biomass is plants including corn, sugarcane, rice straw, wheat straw, wood, forest residues, food waste 
including garbage, sewage sludge, and livestock excrement.
	 Forest residues refer to cut lumber that is not used but abandoned in the forest. If unused materials and waste are used 
as the raw materials of biomass, it will promote not only energy use but also forest cleaning, leading to preserve forests.

Biomass is also said to build a recycling society, because it reuses unused resources and waste as materials and fuel.

Biomass resources are frequently used as fuel. Fuels including bioethanol and biodiesel are used as marine or aviation fuels 
as well.

Biomass is renewable energy that ensures stable use provided the raw materials are secured.
	 Raw materials will not run dry, since they are renewable. Though, the present situation is that they are dependent on 
imports.

Eco Captain

Waste biomass Unused biomass Resource crops

Generated as waste Not utilized as resources but discarded Cultured for use as resources

Food waste including garbage, sewage 
sludge, livestock excrement, etc.

Rice straw, wheat straw, rice husk, forest 
residue, abandoned forests, thinned wood, etc.

Corn, sugarcane, potato, sugar beet, 
rapeseed, etc.

Eco to the Future
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Looking at a breakdown of power generation in Japan, fossil fuels such as natural gas, coal and petroleum account for over 
60%, but the rate of renewable energy and biomass is increasing.

Biomass offers stable use because it is not affected by the weather.
	 The rate of renewable energy is higher in Germany and the U.K., accounting for more than 40%. It is approximately 
15% in the US and China, and still lower in Japan.

The introduction of Feed-in Tariff (FIT*) in 2012 helped promote renewable energy generation in Japan. FIT is a system in 
which electric power companies purchase electricity generated by renewable energy from power generators at a fixed price 
for a certain period of time. All Japanese people pay a renewable energy surcharge in addition to electricity rates, which is 
allotted for the purchase of renewable energy and construction of power generation equipment.

In addition to FIT, Feed-in Premium (FIP*) was introduced in 2022. The system ensures renewable energy to be traded 
at the prices that are linked to market prices. However, bankruptcies of renewable energy power plants have recently 
increased because of rising fuel costs, growth in power plant maintenance and management cost, and declining purchase 
prices.

Regarding biomass power generation, biomass is converted into fuel in a physical or chemical way so that the generated 
heat and gas can be used for power generation. Biomass power plants are generally built near places where resources are 
collected, since raw materials are gathered from a wide range of locations such as mountains and cities. However, it is 
difficult to secure land for constructing large-scale power plants.

Eco to the Future
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Biomass is also called a carbon-neutral fuel.
	 Trees and plants used as biomass fuels 
are turned into carbon neutral because carbon 
dioxide (CO2) in the atmosphere they absorb by 
photosynthesis on growth and the same amount 
of CO2 emitted on combustion are offset. It 
means CO2 is not increased in the atmosphere. 

Carbon neutrality means that humans a balance between CO2 absorption and emissions to reach net zero emissions. 
	 Biomass has disadvantages as well. It costs a lot to collect, transport, process, and manage resources used as fuel. 
Moreover, it takes years until biological resources including plants and trees grow enough to absorb carbon. It is necessary 
to crop fast-growing plants and trees.

To use biomass sustainably, reduction of CO2 emissions during the processing and transportation is important. 

If these disadvantages can be addressed, the utilization rate of biomass that also plays a role in decarbonization might 
increase. If biomass does become widely used, dependency on fossil fuels such as petroleum is going to decrease. 

From now on, I will definitely choose to buy biomass plastic-based products.

Absorbing CO2 in the air and emitting the same amount make them return to the original state. 

Eco to the Future
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Contributed by Mr. Patricio Aravena, “K” Line Chile Ltda.

Judo and Me

Nice to meet you. My name is Patricio Aravena, and I work at “K” Line Chile. 

Having worked here for 15 years now in a variety of departments, I’ve had 

the chance to meet many Japanese CEOs here in Chile. I decided to write this 

article to talk about judo, something I have enjoyed alongside my work for 

many years.

	 I first encountered judo back in university, where I studied it as part of my 

major.

	 At first, I only did judo as a form of exercise, but as time went on, I found 

myself more and more drawn to the sport. Judo not only improves your physi-

cal ability, but also has a positive impact on mental health by enhancing self-

esteem, self-awareness, awareness of others, emotional regulation, and a sense 

of camaraderie. Through judo, I also learned about the importance of staying 

calm and making thoughtful decisions before taking action. 

	 When I was younger, I did quite well in competitions, but once I had a fam-

ily and was focusing more on work, I naturally drifted away from judo. After a 

10-year break, I was able to return to the judo club where my friends from my 

university had gathered at the age of 35, and over the next 20 years, I slowly 

improved my performance. At one point, I was invited by my teacher, who is 

now the grand master, to join a group that studied kata.

	 Through this, I was able to earn my shodan and later my nidan. I still train 

regularly with this same group.

	 I also teach judo to children, along with junior and senior high school stu-

dents, sharing the many rewards judo has to offer, such as physical and mental 

growth and human connections.

Letter from Overseas Spin-Off Edition

Letter from the South American Andes, Part 17



OCEAN BREEZE No. 214

18Letter from Overseas Spin-Off Edition
To me, judo and life share the same basic structure.

1) First, we learn

2) Then, we practice what we learned and take action

3) Next, we apply this to our real life

4) Finally, we observe ourselves and those around us with a broad perspective

This photo was taken at a kata tournament I competed in back in 2023. I came in second place.

But more than that, this tournament was special for me because it was my “comeback tournament.”

	 Just a few months earlier, I tore a ligament in my knee and had to have surgery, which kept me from judo for a while. I will never forget this 

tournament, as it marked my return after overcoming that difficult setback.
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Contributed by Mr. Goichi Tsuruta, Dubai Representative

Over a weekend in mid-May, I took a four-day, three-night trip to the charming French city of Nantes. 

I left Dubai around 1 a.m. on Friday, flew for about seven hours to Paris, and then took a one-hour 

domestic flight — by 10 a.m., I had arrived in Nantes. Located a little way inland from the Atlantic along 

the Loire River, Nantes has long flourished as a center of trade. Despite its compact size, the city has 

much to see, including a castle that served as the residence of the Dukes of Brittany from the 13th 

century, a museum that houses both medieval and Renaissance artworks alongside modern pieces, and 

a theme park called Les Machines de l’île, where visitors can ride a giant mechanical walking elephant. 

And of course, it was early summer in Europe — nothing like the climate in Dubai. The crystal-clear 

blue skies and crisp, clean air were incredibly refreshing for both body and mind, something you can 

never experience in Dubai. In the mornings, the temperature was a perfect 15°C — just right for a 

jog. Running through lovely residential neighborhoods and along the river was so invigorating, I could 

almost feel my body being cleansed from the inside out. During the day, it warmed up to around 25°C 

— comfortable enough for short sleeves. Being France, Nantes had no shortage of alluring restaurants, 

and everything I ate was delicious. I especially enjoyed indulging in plenty of fresh oysters. My friend 

took me a drive about an hour and a half—to visit a salt field that’s still in use today. It was my first 

time seeing one, and the English-speaking guide gave a clear and engaging explanation. After that, we 

had lunch in a nearby town that had beautifully preserved its medieval charm. Back in Nantes, I was 

impressed by how extensive the tram and bus network was—it’s very tourist-friendly, and best of all, 

public transportation is free on weekends! It was such a great trip. If you ever find yourself traveling in 

Europe, why not take a little detour to Nantes? It’s just an hour from Paris. (A big thank-you to Mr. N in 

Nantes for all your help!)

An Arabian Story: Episode 11

Letter from Overseas Spin-Off Edition

Place Royale

The giant walking mechanical elephant at Les Machines 
de l’île

A park in Nantes
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	 With fond memories of Nantes still fresh in my mind, I landed back in Dubai at 10:35 p.m. on Monday. The moment I stepped out of the arriv-

als terminal, I was hit by a wave of sauna-like humidity—my glasses fogged up instantly, and the sweat started pouring. For a second, I seriously 

wished I could hop right back on a plane to France. It’s brutally hot here, but I’m hanging in there—thanks entirely to the uplifting memories of 

Nantes. According to the forecast, the high today (May 31) in Dubai is 40°C—but when I checked the thermometer on my balcony at 11 a.m., it 

was already 45°C. And so begins another three to four months of scorching summer.

Meanwhile, the metro system in Riyadh, the capital of Saudi Arabia, officially opened in January of this year. 

It’s the third metro to launch in the Middle East, following those in Dubai (UAE) and Doha (Qatar). This time, 

I would like to compare how a tourist can buy metro tickets in each of the three cities. I’ve personally used 

the metro systems in Dubai and Doha, but not Riyadh—so the Riyadh portion is based on stories from people 

who’ve actually tried it. All three cities have rechargeable transit cards—similar to Japan’s PASMO—that 

locals typically use. But here, I’ll focus on how a visitor with a bit of free time might go about getting a ticket 

for the day.

Dubai

At metro stations in Dubai, ticket machines are usu-

ally located near the gates—but sometimes in dimly 

lit corners that aren’t easy to spot. Right on the first 

screen, you’re greeted with a message like, “Changing 

cars?”—which throws you off at first, until you realize 

it’s just an ad from the transport authority. After tap-

ping through that screen once or twice, you’ll finally 

reach what looks like the ticket purchase menu. Tap 

“English,” and the display switches to English. You’ll 

then see options for a one-way ticket, a day pass, or 

something else. If you’re buying a one-way ticket, the 

fare depends on the distance, so you need to select 

your destination station. And just as you’re trying to double-check which station you’re going to, the screen often times out and resets—so you 

have to start all over again. No worries though—once you get the hang of it, you can pay by either credit card or cash, and your ticket prints out 

just fine.

Letter from Overseas Spin-Off Edition

How city transport used to be

Dubai’s sleek metro system A ticket machine in the Dubai Metro
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Doha

Right from the start, the ticket machine shows a fully English menu — boldly 

offering a 30-day pass. Tap your way through, and you’ll soon find the one-

day pass for QAR 6 (about 240 yen) Another menu is a top up a recharge-

able card. That’s right — there’s no option for a single one-way ticket. Which 

actually makes things simpler — you just tap the one-day pass, pay by card 

or cash, and you’re done. Couldn’t be easier. I did wonder for a moment 

if the one-day pass was really worth it. But then I realized—it’s about a 

30-minute ride from the airport to the business district. In Dubai, a similar 

trip costs almost equal to QAR5 one way, so if you ride the metro twice in 

Doha, round-trip, you’re already getting your money’s worth. That settled it 

for me.

Riyadh

When you arrived at the metro station, you may notice a small group of foreigners gathered around what looked like the ticket machines. You may 

figure that must be the place to buy tickets, so you get in line, patiently waiting as things move slowly. When you are finally your turn, you look at 

the screen—and it was all in Arabic. You may freeze for a second and think “Isn’t there an English option?” But you cannot find the word “English” 

anywhere. Turns out, “English” is actually written in Arabic script—just like how a Japanese machine might show it as “英語” in kanji. Naturally, 

most foreigners wouldn’t recognize it. Still, after randomly poking at the screen for a while, you somehow manage to stumble onto the English 

menu. After all that effort, you can finally select the ticket you need and go to pay. But for some reason, your credit card wouldn’t go through. A 

Saudi friend had told you “You can totally use cards there,” so it males you confused. You may give up and call over a staff member. He tells you, 

“Only credit cards issued in Saudi Arabia are accepted. Otherwise, you’ll need to pay in cash.” Of course, you do not have any cash on me… and 

that is the end of that. Finally, without bothering by exchanging money and you may just called an Uber you could pay for online. Saudi Arabia 

says it’s rolling out the red carpet for tourists—but come on, guys, things like this really need to be sorted out. (Thanks to Mr. H from Company E 

and Mr. D from Company K for sharing your stories!)

Bonus: Nantes

The ticket machines in Nantes have LCD screens, but they’re not touchscreens. No gentle tapping here—you need to press those big buttons with 

a solid push. And when you board the bus, the ticket gets timestamped by a little machine next to the driver. It’s all a bit old-school, but that retro 

charm just adds to the travel experience.

Letter from Overseas Spin-Off Edition
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While Dubai does have a metro, it’s still very much a car-centric city. Six-lane roads 

in each direction cut through the city from north to south. The other day, I came 

across some interesting stats in a local English-language newspaper about newly 

issued driver’s licenses in the UAE. According to the article, 383,086 people got 

their licenses last year in the UAE—221,382 men and 161,704 women—about a 

60/40 split, which more or less matches the country’s male-to-female population 

ratio of roughly 2:1. But when you look only at Dubai, things take a strange turn. 

Out of 112,371 licenses issued in the city, just 6,903 went to men—that’s only 6%! 

Which means women made up a staggering 94%. Honestly, I thought it had to be 

a mistake. The newspaper explained the imbalance by saying, “Women are safer 

drivers,” which feels a little off the mark. If the numbers are accurate, why are 

women so disproportionately represented in Dubai’s licensing stats? Still a mystery.

Coming Up Next Time

“Fried Egg Challenge” – Round Three

Letter from Overseas Spin-Off Edition

Tram in Nantes
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Contributed by Mr. Hideaki Kotake, Primary Secretary (Economy Team), Embassy of Japan in Panama

The Untold Natural Beauty of the Panama Canal

	 To those in the shipping industry, the Panama Canal is a familiar and significant presence—a key 

artery in global transportation. However, we don’t often pause to consider the incredible natural envi-

ronment that surrounds it. In this issue, I’d like to shine a light on the natural wonders of the Panama 

Canal area.

1. Cangrejo

One weekend, I set out from my home on the Pacific side of Panama, heading for the Caribbean 

tourist spot of San Lorenzo. After exiting the highway and passing through dense jungle, I arrived 

at San Lorenzo, a UNESCO World Heritage site where cannons and fortress walls from the Age of 

Exploration remain. Just before reaching the site, I noticed cars pulled over along the jungle-lined 

road, with people disappearing into the lush forest. I couldn’t shake my curiosity, so on the way 

back, I asked someone in the area what they were doing. “We’re collecting cangrejos,” they replied. 

Cangrejo means “crab” in Spanish. From April to May, these crabs are plentiful in the area and are 

considered a local delicacy in Panama.

	 They’re palm-sized and a striking cobalt blue—an exquisite, wild gourmet treat found right beside the 

Panama Canal. We managed to catch one large crab and five smaller ones, but at our children’s request, 

we didn’t cook them. Instead, we’ve bought a tank and are living together with them.

2. Coati

The Miraflores Visitor Center on the Pacific side of the Panama Canal is a popular stop for tourists. Near the 

center lies a stylish residential neighborhood, which happens to be home to an animal with a raccoon-like 

face and a long tail: the coati. When I spotted the first one, I was captivated by how cute it was. But once 

I offered it food, another one showed up... and then another. Before long, there were ten, then twenty, 

and they kept coming. Eventually, the novelty wears off, but they’ve become familiar figures around the 

canal. If you ever find yourself at the Panama Canal, keep an eye out for these friendly locals.

Letter from Panama - Episode 5
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3. Coffee Plantations

Panama is best known for its Geisha coffee. In fact, the majority of coffee grown in the country comes 

from Arabica varieties, cultivated mainly in the gently rolling hills of western Panama. More recently, 

advances in plant breeding have made it possible to grow Robusta coffee in lowland areas. As part of 

efforts to support water retention for the canal, Robusta coffee trees have now been planted along 

the canal zone. This locally grown Robusta coffee is now served on board by Copa Airlines—Panama’s 

flagship carrier and one of the largest airlines in Latin America. By drinking Panamanian Robusta, 

you’re also playing a small part in supporting the water sustainability of the Panama Canal. If you 

come across it, I encourage you to give it a try.

4. Wildlife

The jungles stretching along both sides of the Panama Canal are home to an astonishing array of wildlife. You might spot sloths that spend entire 

days motionless in the trees, toucans with vividly colored beaks, or monkeys of all shapes and sizes. While Panama is widely recognized as a 

major transit hub for people and goods thanks to its canal, major ports, and central airport, it also serves as a key stopover for migratory wildlife 

traveling between North and South. This unique geography allows for an exceptional diversity of animal species. To protect this rare ecological 

environment, Panama has chosen not to build zoos or aquariums. Although some animals to be protected can be seen at conservation centers, for 

the most part, observing wildlife here means venturing into the jungle and encountering them in their natural habitat.

5. Blessing and Burden: The Rains of Panama

From April to December, Panama enters its rainy season, during which it rains almost every day. The recent disruption in global logistics caused 

by drought in the Panama Canal is still fresh in memory. Fortunately, starting with the 2024 rainy season, rainfall has returned to normal—or 

even slightly above average—and the 2025 season has also seen steady precipitation. 

As a result, canal operations have remained stable. On the other hand, heavy rainfall 

frequently leads to road flooding and landslides, which seriously disrupt overland trans-

portation and daily life—an ongoing source of frustration for those living here. That said, 

the rain is a blessing for the jungle. Once the showers subside, animals gather around 

puddles, flowers bloom, and mushrooms begin to sprout everywhere.

	 To those involved with the Panama Canal, I hope you’ll take a moment not only to 

think about the canal as a transit route, but also to appreciate the remarkable natural 

environment that surrounds it.

Letter from Overseas Spin-Off Edition
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Contributed by Mr. Hiromitsu Ishikawa, “K” Line Chile Ltda.

Andrés Bello Avenue, where the “K” Line Chile office is located, is one of the main business dis-

tricts in Santiago, the capital of Chile. There are many lunch options near our office. Italian, French, 

Japanese, ramen, Korean noodles, Chinese, and various fast-food chains. I’d like to introduce you to 

FOOD GARAGE, a shop serving local Chilean food that is so popular that it draws a line of customers 

during peak weekday lunch hours.

	 Once inside, you line up and slide your tray along as you choose what you want to eat (just like 

Marugame Seimen!). You pick your main dish (from 3 to 4 daily options), a side dish (either rice- or 

potato-based), and salad. Every meal also comes with soup, dessert, and bread.

	 The set costs 7,000 pesos (about ¥1,050), and there aren’t any other places in the area that offer 

a set meal at this price. That, along with the fact that this place has an impressive menu and large 

portions, makes it a local favorite. 

	 On the day this photo was taken, I chose pes-

cado frito (fried fish) for my main dish, accompanied 

by potato salad. My colleague went with porotos 

for his main dish. This dish is a soup made with 

soybeans and tallarines pasta, and is a standard of 

Chilean homestyle cooking. Chilean food is generally 

known for its simple meat and fish dishes. But there 

are also many homestyle foods, such as soups and 

stews. It would be hard to explain what makes this 

food unique if you asked, but I guess I would say it 

is simple and warm!

Many people decide where to eat after checking the menu 
outside

My food choices Porotos

World Lunch
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